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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to RCE filed on 1/28/05 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-29 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 26 April 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Kevin J Zilka, Reg. No. 41,429 on March 17, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system for detecting changes to conditions of electronic 
certificates, comprising: 

a first computer system monitoring said electronic certificates to detect changes to 
conditions of said electronic certificates; and 

a second computer system coupled to said first computer system, said second computer 
system being notified by said first computer system of changes in conditions of said electronic 
certificate; 

wherein a plurality of computer systems is logically divided into a plurality of sections 
including a primary tier, a secondary tier, a tertiary tier, and a fourth tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said primary tier are adapted for monitoring changes 
to conditions of said electronic certificates and notifying said computer systems in said 
secondary tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic certificates; 
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wherein said computer systems in said primary tier are adapted for contracting with said 
computer systems in said secondary tier for determining a type of said changes to conditions of 
said electronic certificates said computer systems in said secondary tier are notified of by said 
computer systems in said primary tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are adapted for notifying said 
computer systems in said tertiary tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic 
certificates; 

wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are adapted for contracting with 
said computer systems in said tertiary tier for determining a type of said changes to conditions 
of said electronic certificates said computer systems in said tertiary tier are notified of by said 
computer systems in said secondary tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said tertiary tier are adapted for monitoring changes 
to conditions of said electronic certificates and notifying said computer systems in said fourth 
tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic certificates; 

wherein said computer systems in said tertiary tier are adapted for contracting with said 
computer systems in said fourth tier for determining a type of said changes to conditions of said 
electronic certificates said computer systems in said fourth tier are notified of by said computer 
systems in said tertiary tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are notified of said type of said 
changes to conditions of said electronic certificates associated with contracts between said 
computer systems in said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier; said 
computer systems in said tertiary tier are notified of said type of said changes to conditions of 
said electronic certificates associated with said contracts between said computer systems in 
said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier, and contracts between said 
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computer systems in said secondary tier and said computer systems in said tertiary tier: and 
said computer systems in said fourth tier are notified of said type of said changes to conditions 
of said electronic certificates associated with said contracts between said computer systems in 
said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier, said contracts between said 
computer systems in said secondary tier and said computer systems in said tertiary tier, and 
contracts between said computer systems in said tertiary tier and said computer systems in said 
fourth tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said primary, secondary, tertiary and fourth tiers are 
logically organized as a tree. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) An electronic certificates system, comprising: 

logic for monitoring one or more electronic certificates to detect a change to conditions of 
said electronic certificates; and 

logic for providing notification of said change to conditions of said electronic certificates; 

wherein a plurality of computer systems is logically divided into a plurality of sections 
including a primary tier, a secondary tier, a tertiary tier, and a fourth tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said primary tier are adapted for monitoring changes 
to conditions of said electronic certificates and notifying said computer systems in said 
secondary tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic certificates; 

wherein said computer systems in said primary tier are adapted for contracting with said 
computer systems in said secondary tier for determining a type of said changes to conditions of 
said electronic certificates said computer systems in said secondary tier are notified of by said 
computer systems in said primary tier; 



Application/Control Number: 09/771 ,684 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2135 

wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are adapted for a monitoring 
changes to conditions of said electronic certificates and notifying said computer systems in said 
tertiary tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic certificates; 

wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are adapted for contracting with 
said computer systems in said tertiary tier for determining a type of said changes to conditions 
of said electronic certificates said computer systems in said tertiary tier are notified of by said 
computer systems in said secondary tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said tertiary tier are adapted for monitoring changes 
to conditions of said electronic certificates and notifying said computer systems in said fourth 
tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic certificates; . 

wherein said computer systems in said tertiary tier are adapted for contracting with said 
computer systems in said fourth tier for determining a type of said changes to conditions of said 
electronic certificates said computer systems in said fourth tier are notified of by said computer 
systems in said tertiary tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are notified of said type of said 
changes to conditions of said electronic certificates associated with contracts between said 
computer systems in said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier, said 
computer systems in said tertiary tier are notified of said type of said changes to conditions of 
said electronic certificates associated with said contracts between said computer systems in 
said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier, and contracts between said 
computer systems in said secondary tier and said computer systems in said tertiary tier; and 
said computer systems in said fourth tier are notified of said type of said changes to conditions 
of said electronic certificates associated with said contracts between said computer systems in 
said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier, said contracts between said 
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computer systems in said secondary tier and said computer systems in said tertiary tier, and 
contracts between said computer systems in said tertiary tier and said computer systems in said 
fourth tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said primary, secondary, tertiary and fourth tiers are 
logically organized as a ring. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

detecting a change to a condition of an electronic certificate with a first computer system; 

and 

providing notification to a second computer system of said detected change to a 
condition of an electronic certificate detected by said first computer system; 

wherein a plurality of computer systems is logically divided into a plurality of sections 
including a primary tier, a secondary tier, a tertiary tier, and a fourth tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said primary tier are adapted for monitoring changes 
to conditions of said electronic certificates and notifying said computer systems in said 
secondary tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic certificates; 

wherein said computer systems in said primary tier are adapted for contracting with said 
computer systems in said secondary tier for determining a type of said changes to conditions of 
said electronic certificates said computer systems in said secondary tier are notified of by said 
computer systems in said primary tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are adapted for notifying said 
computer systems in said tertiary tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic 
certificates; 
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wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are adapted for contracting with 
said computer systems in said tertiary tier for determining a type of said changes to conditions 
of said electronic certificates said computer systems in said tertiary tier are notified of by said 
computer systems in said secondary tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said tertiary tier are adapted for monitoring changes 
to conditions of said electronic certificates and notifying said computer systems in said fourth 
tier of said changes to conditions of said electronic certificates; 

wherein said computer systems in said tertiary tier are adapted for contracting with said 
computer systems in said fourth tier for determining type of said changes to conditions of said 
electronic certificates said computer systems in said fourth tier are notified of by said computer 
systems in said tertiary tier; 

wherein said computer systems in said secondary tier are notified of said type of said 
changes to conditions of said electronic certificates associated with contracts between said 
computer systems in said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier; said 
computer systems in said tertiary tier are notified of said type of said changes to conditions of 
said electronic certificates associated with said contracts between said computer systems in 
said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier, and contracts between said 
computer systems in said secondary tier and said computer systems in said tertiary tier; and 
said computer systems in said fourth tier are notified of said type of said changes to conditions 
of said electronic certificates associated with said contracts between said computer systems in 
said primary tier and said computer systems in said secondary tier, said contracts between said 
computer systems in said secondary tier and said computer systems in said tertiary tier, and 
contracts between said computer systems in said tertiary tier and said computer systems in said 
fourth tier; 
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wherein said computer systems in said primary, secondary, tertiary and fourth tiers are 
logically organized as a web. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Beemnet W Dada whose telephone number is (571) 272-3847. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (9:00 am - 5:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Beemnet Dada 
March 17, 2005 




